2, 1877) 


Christendom. 


APRIL, 1877. 


| THE MONTH. 


Tue Eastern Question is once more the paramount topic of public anxiety. That 
question is now passing through another phase. The Conference had failed, so far 
as it aimed to effect any direct and immediate solution of the problem ; but it was 
universally perceived that, by the very fact of its existence, it could not be altogether 
barren of resulta. The common concert, the united action of the Powers—al 

for the time without effect upon the Porte—had upon the public opinion of . 

an influence which necessitated further measures, It was impossible that the propo 
sitions urged with such instance at Constantinople by the voice of the united Con- 
tinent sbould be allowed to fall to the ground merely because the Porte had resolved 
on their rejection. It could not for a moment be supposed that such proposals, so 
important every way in their bearing on the future not simply of the Christian pro- 
vinees of Turkey, but of the nations interested in the maintenance of European peace, 
and the promotion of freedom, order, and good government in the countries subject 
to the Sultan, should, because of Turkish obstinacy, be at once put aside and con- 
signed to oblivion, as undeserving even of regret. Men of every opinion in regard to 
foreign politics, statesmen whether of pro-Turkish or Russophile proclivities, were 
alike conscious that this could never be. It was clear that Russia, at least, musi 
take some fixed and decided line of action, and scarcely less so that she would seek 
the concert of the other Powers in the policy she intended to pursue. These antici- 
pations have been realized ; negotiations between the Government of the Czar and 


the other European Cabinets have almost ever since been going on ; and the mission 


of General Ignatieff to the Courts of Berlin, Paris, and London, with a view to the 
settlement of some plan in which all the Powers may agree, is the practical result 
thus far. It is now believed, apparently even by those who but recently ascribed to 


Russia the most belligerent and sinister designs, that she is desirous to avoid war, 
and anxious. only to obtain such guarantees from the Powers in respect to their 


future conduct towards Turkey as may enable het to retire with credit from her 


present menacing position. In brief, she wishes to demobilize her army, but cannot 
do so without some assurance that in her efforts to secure from the Porte the redress 
of the crying evils. suffered by the Christians subject to its away, she will not in 
fature be left by the other Powers, and England especially, in a position of isola- 
tion—the sole advocate and champion of Christian rights. It is certainly not the 
interest, any more than the duty, of England to leave her in such a position; but 
the difficulty seems to be how to arrive st any agreement on the subject, without 
incurring the obligation, in some not perhaps improbable contingency, of an ultimate 
resort to arms. In their own desire to avert a war, the English people are, no 


doubt, unanimous ; and the English Cabinet are, no doubt, equally desirous to avoid, — 


for themselves, any obligation to doerce Turkey At the same time, all parties 
allow that it will not do for the Conference, and all the labour involved in its 


. 


j 


arrangement, to end without any result—for the combined protest of Europe against 
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Turkish tyranny to be simply a brutum fulnen. How this may be avoided, and yet 


March 19, 1877, witnessed « phenomenon which, probably not ten years 
since, would have been pronounced, by statesmen of every country in Europe, 
political impossibility. That day the first session of the first Parliament in Turkey 
was opened by the Sultan ! On that occasion, if we are to believe the special advo- 


— tration of its own affairs! Such is the explanation offered of those proceedings which, 
on the day we have named, were for the first time bebeld im the ancient capital of 
Eastern Europe. We have no wish to urge what might be said, that such proceed- 
ings seemed strangely out of keeping with the genius and traditions of Constanti- 

of free institutions to people of every country and clime—bat 
performances of Turkey ; the expressed desire of the Sultan his subjects should 
enter upon a new era of progress and prosperity, contrasts eo flagrantly with the 
burnings, the plunderings, and massacres but lately enacted in Bulgaria, and which 
the present Government sti)] endeavours to extenuate, whilst it screens its perpe- 
trators from deserved punishment ; that the faith of Europe is sorely tried when it is 
seriously asked to credit the Turkish Government with the sincere desire to enter 
upon the path of eonstitutional progress and reform. Hence Western Europe, we ap- 
prebend, jadging the recent parliamentary ceremonial in the light of stern but indis- 

: putable facts, will fail to perceive in it the significance iptended. It will be re- 

garded as an exceptional spectucle, having no corresponding er permanent counter- 

aa part in reality. Fain would we it were otherwise. It would indeed gladden 
the hearts of all lovers of humanity could they believe the new Parliament 
wf _ gt Comstantinople to be a truly representative assembly, er the presence in it of 
seven Senators, Christians by profession, to be a proof that the Sultan's Ministers 


subject to her rule. 


Europe, is again coming to the front. For months past intrigues have been actively 
going on in the Roman Catholic countries of Europe having for their ultimate aim 
tho sesteration of the tempers) power of tho Pope. It may be thought that “ Italian 
unity” has become so thoroughly an accomplished fact, that the kingdom of Italy is 
now so firmly consolidated, and has acquired for itself a position amongst the Powers 

_ of Europe so influential and so fully recognized, that attempts against its “ independ- 
ence and integrity,” plots and schemes designed in the interests of the Papacy to . 
bring about its overthrow, might be regarded, if not with absolute contempt, yet 
with comparative indiference. It would seem, however, that a deeply-iaid oo- 
_spiracy is on foot—that efforts are being made, especially throughout Germany and 
Austria, by means of “ Catholic societies ” and clubs, to promote organizations whose 


May God grant that wisdom and courage may be given them to settle it on that | 

basis which alone can be durable—a basis of equity, rectitude, and truth ! 

and social history, and passed formally from under the dominion of a personal and 

irresponsible sovereign, invested with despotic power, into that happier condition 

wherein, to use the language of his Imperial Majesty himself, in the Speech from the | 

Phr« nation partici in the enactment of its own laws and the adminis- | 
| 
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object is to resuscitate and re-open the entire Roman Question, and which, it is hoped, 
will have acquired such power when called upon to act, as necessarily to have weight 
with their respective Governments, and consequent influence even in the Councils of 
the State. Meanwhile instructions are being sent from the Vatican to the chief 
agents in ‘this movement, carefully to avoid collision with the civil authorities by 
steering clear of all disobedience to law, but nevertheless to maintain upon the 
various Roman Catholic Governments a constant pressure, directed to obtaining their 
consent to a final crusade for the restoration of the Pope to his temporal dominion. 
The Jesuits, as might be supposed, are taking, in this agitation, a prominent and 
leading part. Father Beckx, the chief of the order at Florence, is, it is affirmed on 
good authority, in constant communication with the Pope, who has himself written 
autograph letters on the subject to such of the sovereigns of Europe as he considers 
most likely to be influenced in favour of the scheme. Of this elaborate intrigue, the 
recent Papal Allocution, delivered in the secret Consistory, is regarded as the latest 
development. That Allocution has been long in preparation ; it is neither more nor 
less than a violent denunciation of the kingdom of Italy, and a protest aguinst its 
very existence, no Jess than its entire policy in relation tothe Church. The opinion 
of the Nuncios at the several European Courts was, we learn, taken on the question 
whether it were wise, at this present juncture, to issue it at all. The bolder counsels 
have prevailed, and Europe is, at any rate, informed that thé Pope has not renouneed 
one iota of Kis temporal pretensions ; whilst the active plot we have above indicated 
clearly shows that if the hateful yoke of the temporal Papacy is not to be restored, 
not only Italy, bat all the nations of Europe, must be upon their guard against 
the insidious schemes now rife to compass a calamity so mach to be deplored. 


The Roman Pontiff has recently appointed no less than eleven new cardinals. 
It is 0 significant imdication of the times that the ranks of the cardinals, although 
still mainly recruited from thoae of Italian esslesiastics, are no longer so exclusively. 
It is even argued by Prot®stants, and with force, that as the recent Vatican 
Decrees make all ecclesiastical authority now emanate exclusively from Rome, it 
becomes more important thet the influences brought to bear upon the exercise of 
that should mo longer be Italian, but European ; and thai thas only can 
even the Papal priesthood threughout Europe be kept in subjection to the Pope. 
In other words, the representative system, if not verbally, yet preotiesily, must be 
recognized even in the administration of the most autocratic Church om earth! The 


appointment of Cardinal Howard ws 2n illustration of this change of policy in the 


The new President ef the United States, whose election has stigred up such in- 
tense excitement threaghout the Unies, and has been accomplished only with the 
greatest difficulty, and by the exercise of mutual forbearance and self-restraint on 
the part ef the two great parties whe on this occasion contended for the mastery, 
is at length daly installed in the White House, and has fairly eptered on the duties 
of his high and oncrous position. The result thus attained is creditable both to 
Republicans and Democrats, and affords another illustration of that practical geod 
sense for which, as a people, our American brethren are distinguished, and in which, 
even when the recent excitement was at boiling-point, we ventured to express our 
confidence, as justifying the belief that a struggle which at one time threatened to 
convulse the nation would im the end be settled in a rational and amicable way. 
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we regan the event as fully realizing the hopes we then expressed; since that 
intense emotion is subsiding, the acerbity but recently so rife is cooling down ; the 
defeated party are quietly accommodating themselves to the existing state of things ; 
whilst the President, by the studied moderation of his tone and the conciliatory 
nature of his policy, is disarming or neutralizing hostility, and inspiring even his 
opponents with the hofie that justice will preside over his councils, and be impartially 
dispensed to all. President Hayes’s inaugural address is, in all respects, a remark- 
able State document ; and if the policy it shadows forth be but honestly and fairly 
carried out, it will do much towards silencing the clamours of faction, allaying party 
animosity, and effecting a thorough reformation in the internal administration of the 
Government. Under the presidency of General Grant there prevailed in the admin- 
istrative offices of state no small amount of political corruption. It had, indeed, 
been too long the habit with successive Presidents, on their accession to office, to dis- 
pense the vast amount of patronage thereby placed at their disposal almost exclu- 
sively amongst their own political supporters. Such a practice could not but be 
productive of the most serious and mischievous results. Of course, if President 
Grant's Cabinet was exceptionally culpable in this respect, some allowance for it 
must be made when we recall the exceptional circumstances under which it was 
installed. At the close of a civil war in which one party was the vanquished and 
the other the victors, it was, of course, impossible that the members of the disaffected 
section could be safely appointed to administer an order of things towards which 
their hostility was, by the nature of the case, inevitable. None the less, however, 
were the evils that afflicted the Union as the result of the mode of patronage adopted 


_ by the General's Administration. If we are to credit the professions of President 


Hayes, it would seem that he is determined to introduce a better state of things, and 
to effect, as regards the appointment to all offices at the disposal of the Federal 
Government, a searching and vigorous reform. In such an enterprise Englishmen 
of every party, deeply interested in the future prosperity and happiness of the 
United States, will.wish him heartily God-speed. 


The debates in Parliament, with the exception. of those bearing more or less 
remotely on the Eastern Question, have of late been marked by no features of para- 
mount or special interest, .To the surprise of most politicians, of whatever party, 
the Government has accepted the resolution of Mr. Clare Read, affirming that no 
readjustment of local administration will be satisfactory which does not refer 
ordinary county business to a representative county board. Mr. Chamberlain’s 
resolution in favour of the Gothenburg System has been defeated in the Lower 
House by a majority of fifty-two. By this system the town councils of boroughs 
would be empowered, when desirous so to do, to buy up all existing interests in the 
sale of intoxicating liquors within their respective districts, and thenceforth to carry 
on the trade for public convenience, but so as that no person or persons should 
‘derive any profit from the sale. It is understood that the Town Council of Bir- 
mingham is desirous, in the interests of temperance in that densely-populated 


 gentre of industry ‘and manufactures, to take the initiative in testing the prac- 


tical efficacy of thesystem which Mr. Chamberlain, with such zeal and ability, 

One thing is certain, that, whatever the merits of this particular scheme 
in regard to the suppression of intemperance, a deep convictién is growing in the 
public mind that the evils of the present licensing system cannot much longer be 
endured ; that some plan must shortly be resolved on to reduce the enormous number 


_ of houses (so disproportioned to the population) for the sale of intoxicating liquors ; 


and: thet exceptions! trade which, carried on es it now je, such excep- 
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tional results, and those of a kind most injurious to the moral and social welfare of 
the people, must be dealt with. 


The Government Bill for consolidating and amending the Burial Acts, now be- 
fore Parliament, bids fair to give rise to keen and vigorous discussion. It virtually 
creates in every parish a burial board, which shall have power to decide when and in 
what cases additional ground for interments is required, and to purchase the same 
accordingly at the public expense. It permits the remains of Nonconformists to be 
buried, sub silentio, in parochial churchyards; it gives discretionary power to 
incumbents to omit the reading, at the interment of Dissenters, of those parts of the 
Church Service to which their surviving friends or relations may object ; and it 
contains several sanitary provisions which will probably be regarded as acceptable 
by the Legislature, without distinction of party or of creed. There are indications 
that it will not be favourably received by those Nonconformists who supported Mr. 
tw officiate in the places for parochial interinent. 


TO THE POET LAUREATE.* 


Dost thou indeed embark with such a crew 
Of Babel tongues upon a dreary quest 
To find in restlessness the precious rest 
And “ golden harbour,” that, when men eschew 
Rashly the coast of Faith, mast fade from view, 
For ever sunk beneath the Ocean's crest, 
While they roam starless, chartless, and unblest ! 
| Were it my lot some far course to pursue 
’ Of hope or hazard on a surging sea, 
None but true British tars my bark should steer, 
One language theirs, one flag, one homely faith. 
But now, with Pilot good from Galilee, 
— And saints trne mates, the “ Golden Port” we near, 
_ ‘While our flag rules the gulfs of Doubt and Death, 
J. 5. B. 


_* The above has been suggested by the following sonnet, from the pen of Mr. Tennyson, Poot 
Laureate, which appears in the first number of the Nineteenth Century:— 7 
Those that of late had flected far and fast 
To touch all shores, now leaving to the skill 
- Of others their old craft, sea-worthy still, 
Have chartered this ; where, mindfal of the past, 
Our true co-mates re-gather round the mast, 
Of divers tongue, bat with a common will, 
Here, in this roaring moon of daffodil 
And crocus, to put forth and brave the blast ; 
For some, descending from the sacred peak 
<i Of hoar high-templed Faith, have leagued again 
Their lot with ours to rove the world ahoat ; 
And some are wilder comrades, sworn to seek 
If any golden harbour be for men | 
In seas of Death aad sunless gulfs of Doubt. 
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_ RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN CHURCH AND STATE. 


the 


together by the national feeling. It wes thus | Church’s rebels, seducers and in 
im the name of the orthodex faith that the | handled with terrible 


‘he 


severity 


f 


went out to battle, and the Church 
out 
the 
prize 
the 


people 
which the Russian 


| fied with the growing po 


the Orthedox Church have always been State. The Church 


[From a Correspondent. } 


“ km comparing the Roman Catholic Church | material 


with our Greek Orthodox, we note the differ- were 
was @ pillar of the State, aud closely bound | did not remain the\Church’s debtor. All 


been comtent to be dependent on the Govern- | the Church i 
watched over by the State, because the Church ( great services. On the other 


lately appeared in a St. Petersburg newspaper, 
and which we freely translate :— 

, GROWTH OF THE STATE FROM THE CHURCH. these came 
ence, that the Church has never been in con- learned to 
flict with the State. Byzantine Christianity | But as 
never aimed ut temporal power— it has always | the life of 
ment. On the other hand, the interests of 
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| 
| 
| It is interesting to note the following de- | 
limeation of the relation of the Church to the 
| State in Russia, and seme of its resulta, which 
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“geresy” AND ITs PENALTIES. 
“ As the Jewish heresy developed iteelf un- 


‘What position has the State gradually 
come to hold to those ecclesiastical mutineers, 
the Raskol? In earlier times it persecuted 
and burnt them to the best ofitsability. But 
down the mighty protest ancient Rus 
cian co-called Reads! 
—grew stronger and stronger. Reasiap 
sent formed itself from the first days of its 
existence on the communal foundation peculiar 
to the national life, and recognized common 
labour and common property. The greater 
the persecution to which it was subjected, the 
- fiercer was ite exultation and its fanaticism. 
The Raskol burnt themselves even to escape 
the hateful demands of those in authority ! 
The more that 


One portion of them, the Popoftchi, or priestly 
portion, organized a hierarchy abroad. Some 
emigrated, to escapé persecution, and were 
kindly received by Austria.” 


‘3 
9 


“ How was this tendency to be accounted 
der Vassili rv., even those who returned re- | for! Not alone through the forms and cere- 
pentant imto the bosom of the Church were | monies, which differed from the Orthodox 
nevertheless barnt. Alexis Michaelovitech | Church. Their sufferings and misery were 
ordered the execution without mercy, and that 
by fire, of all rebellious, aii biasphemers and 
mutineers, against the Church's suthority. | 
Sinee 1667 the Charch contented itself with 
excommunication of those who forsook its 
pale, but the State added civil punishments. 
Even as late as the time of the Empress Anne, 
the Jew Waroch and the officer Wosnizin, 
converted by him to Judaism, were burnt 
alive. The State gave all ite energy to the 
defence of the purity of Chureh doctrine.” 
GROWTH OF RUSSIAN DISSENT. 
pelled, too, by the empty preachment® ane 
revolting corruptions of the clergy. Hence 
is it come to pass that every possible doc- 
trine and notion, though bound up with the 
superstition, have found adherents 
cur people. 
PRESENT CONDITION OF DISSENT. 
centralized itself in St. Petersburg 0s- 
cow, and local interests were reduced to sub- 
jection, the greater beéame the number of 
ethose who fell Off from the State Church. 
Peter the Great, maihly on aceount of the 
census Afbich he appointed, was regarded as 
the true Antichrist! The people bid them- 
selves in ravines and woods in order to escape | plied from abroad ‘ 
the enumeration. The serfdom of the country an 
also favoured the Dissenters. The people fied 
from their lords, and the Raskel, who lived 
in deserts and remote places, received them 
willinyly. The Government was at its wits’ 
end. The continually increasing number of ub 
Dissenters awakened earnest attention. Now | clergy. With the State the case ms dif- 
the authorities gave up persecution ; then | ferent. It must find soe means‘or other to 
they began again ; then, perplexed, turned reconcile, in a way not hitherto provided, 
te the Church for counsel. ‘At last the | these 11,000,000—the seventh part of the 
Government published an amnesty ; but the population of the country. Its measures may 
increase of the Dissenters remained unaffected. be strict and severe, bat it will not do to 
or to deny them, as hi . the civil rights 
due to them. ‘This great work is yet to be : 
done; and even the late attempt to allow 
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calls attention to the worldly prosperity of effect, that these are good grounds for 

the Dissidents, and contrasts it the | raising @ protest against arbitrary and irra- . 

poverty, laziness, and filth of the tional conduct. It is not known whether | 

as seen all over the country, and by | the sentence has been carried out, but it is 

advising the priesthood to learn to the | satisfactory that such a pointed and power- 

spiritual weapons of scriptural ful protest has been raised against such per- 

faith, and a good conscience, and in | secutions. 
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hymns on Sunday night was “The 
Abram Praise,” to “ Leoni ;” 


American pieces. Mr. Orsman’s congregation 
set themselves to enjoy the singing in a 
truly hearty fashion. And their enjoyment 
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work hard at their trade in the week, and 
work hard at their singing on Sunday. It 
is quite inspiring to stand among them; 
singing without knowing it. 


& 


‘scattered over the hall, effectually prevent 


drawling and dragging. The singing is full 
of life and force. The hardest thing is when 
Mr. Orsman before a verse says, “ Softly, 
please.” The people obey him, but it is like 
making children walk when they want to 
run; and how they burst forth when the 
restraint is removed! Of course the sing- 
ing has,not much refinement about it. Bat 
there is a fair proportion of alto, tenor, and 
bass, and a strong body of sopranos, who 
make the music sound sweet and bright.— 
English Independent, 


The first Christian church in Constantinople was founded in 1846; there are now 


seventy-six in the Turkish empire, 


about a third of which are self-supporting and all self- 


governing. Four “ Evangelical Unions” have been formed for mutual counsel and aid: 

one at Harpoot, in Mesopotamia, of twenty-six churches; another in Southern Asia Minor, 

of twenty-three churches; another in Central Asia Minor, of eight churches ; and another 

in Bithynia, of eleven churches. Connected with these churches are 3,303 members, and 

congregations numbering 13,000, with a population of over 18,000 native Protestants. 
INDIA. 

An effort (said to have had its origin in a sermon by Professor Westcott on “‘ The Univer- 
sities in relation to Mission Work”) is being made at Cambridge to establish a mission at 
Delhi. Missionary work was commenced there in 1854, continued with great promise 
till the Indian Mutiny, when five missionaries and two native Christians were among the 
first victims, and was resumed in 1859. Last year there were as many as ninety adult 
baptisms. Professors Westcott, Lightfoot, and Cowell have been appointed a sub-committee 


/ 


assembled a large company. Now that the | 
service is held‘in such a good hall, a number 
of people drop in who are not denizens of 
Golden Lane, but the majority of the con- 
gregation was of the genuine class. They 
looked disappeintingly respectable, but we and they evidently are not 
that the mission work, te their privilege of sing- 
iritual aspect, is a grand Hence you do not feel, as 
improvement. Provi- they are managing the _ 
temperance, and economy of the church, and that 
rage and dirt to disappear, and ecold. The sound of sing- 
t of the reformation is that these from the people around you on 
Lane for the suburban Se does one good to witness 
Islington. This ex- ment of the exercise. The harmo- 
planation is necessary to account for the | nium, played by Mrs. Orsman, 
appearance of the congregation. The book | the key, but it is almost inauii 
is “ The Christian and oor | gros on in, and they sing 
and con-| vigour, and use their lungs 
to mission | think of fiattening. Each verse 
are assured | hymn seemed to go better as the 
people sing one or two of these | warmed to the work, and they sang 
‘ such as “The Earth is the Lord's,” | and quicker as the music went on. 
always thought that this quickening 
| time was the natural expression of 
feeling, but had never witnesyed it before. 
| The of the — 
Lover of my Soul,” to od 
ollingside.” Duly mixed with | 
‘ and tunes as these come 4 
Ve, Ot passive. ey are trou y | 
no fear of singing too loud and being re-| 
marked upon by their neighbours. They 
12 
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tablished ten stations in the chief towns, placing them in charge of Christian 


| opened Anglo-vernacular schools, and Bible and tract depOts. He spent his time in visiting 
_ these stations in turn, staying about a week at each, and itinerating with the catechist. The. 
® three missionaries divide their time thus: Ten days in each month they work togetber, ten 

days they preach in the villages surrounding the towns they live in, and 


| : in study, ete. The results of the year’s work are reported to be 
'  __ ~ is working on a similar plan among the high-caste women. 
ae The Rev. G. M. Cobban, of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, writes from Madras, that 
while, in consequence of the famine, the national life there presents a sorrowful aspect, it is 
not so with the spiritual life of the city. “The year,” he says, “ 


; ing had been lately held, when “ the first vigorous attempt was made to form a native self- 
Cae supporting church.” “The policy of the past fifty years is now to undergo» change. In 
. | . other missionary societies in India it has already done so. We did not initiate, we do not 
4 refuse to follow, this plan. We therefore escape the charge of temerity on the one hand, and 


the advisability of giving or selling tracts. It was stated that all the tracts the mission 
a could print in the year might be sold in the same time ; but some of the brethren thinking 
» | it best not to be committed to a hard and fast rule, ultimately it was resolved, “It 
is desirable as far as possible to sell the tracts and gospels, that the prices be fixed»by the 
Cuttack Committee, and that they,be priuted on all new tracts.” The reports presented to 
, the Conference of the examiners of the native students were very gratifying, showing that 
8 ; in some of the students there was considerable ability, and in all application and promise 
JAPAN. | 
mi 4 Twelve missionary societies are at work in Japan. Of these, eight are American, two 
a are Scotch, and two English—the latter being the Church Missionary and the Propagation 
-) Societies. Three Bible Societies (the British and Foreign, National Scottish, and American) 
Te have also agents in the country. The American and European agency—clerical, medical, and 
educational—numbers 79; the native paid agency, 33. The average weekly attendance is 
3,495 ; the baptized converts, 1,004. 
ae CENTRAL AFRICA. 

We mentioned in our last that Mr, A. M. Mackay, of the Church Missionary Society’s 


mission to Lake Victoria Nyanza, had been compelled by illness to return for a time to the 
it coast, whence, however, he bas again set out, to rejoin the expedition. In « letter dated 
Ti . the 30th of January last, he writes: “On my last walk along the coast I found two 
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) for the selection of missionaries, who must be graduates af Oxford or Cambridgn, and the 
object of the mission is defined to be, “ in addition to evangelistic labours, to afford means 
for the higher education of young native Christians and candidates for holy orders, to offer 

the advantages of a Christian home to students sent from mission schools to the Govern- 

| ment College, and through literary and other labours to endeavour to reach the more 
| thoughtful heathen.” The funds for the mission will be found by members of the Univer- 

: if rate of Pam. 

. The united meetings held during the ‘Week of Prayer’ were very largely attended, anc 
daily increased in interest. Those held in the Memorial Hall were especially remarkable 
of timidity on the other. We now say to the native ministers, ‘These churches are yours 
to sustain and encdurage ? to the native Christians, ‘These pastors are yours to sustain and 
if encourage.’ Our native Christians are very poor; hence the development of this scriptural 
. principle has been long delayed. But even this year the promises of rupees from native , 
| churches (and especially from Nega ) are very encouraging.” 
a that the people were most eager to obtain iniormation abou way e. y 20 
- | off all their Christian books and tracts some days before the journey was completed, and 
in could have disposed of a much larger supply. In this connection a discussion arose as to 
| 
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separate slave-gangs, or caravans, of about thirty slaves each.” He gives the details of each 
case, and thus concludes; “ We may think in England that the squadron we have on the 
east coast of Africa has put an emd to the slave-trade there, but it is a great mistake. 
The London’s boats are continually capturing slave dhows with large numbers on board 


half a dozen miles of the coast! From Uringi they are, I believe, con- 
being shipped. Gazi is a slave port, and at Malindi, to the north of Mombasa, there 


‘Smith, the leader of the Church Missionary 
© 44 a, long. 33° 45’ &., apparently about 100 miles from the 


z 


him by the 
and was desirous Lieut. Smith also says: “ Mirambo, that 
ubiquitous man, was within four days of us at Mukondoku, and sent 


im reply to the letter I wrote him asking him to do what he could for the London 
acy white man. 


The Rev. Dr. Turner, 
having landed at Nanumanga, or Hudson’s Island (lat. 6° 19’ long. 176° 24°). He 
says: “It was only nine months since the teacher loane was landed here, and for the therd 


is mission success, 
One native said in broken English, ‘He good man ;’ and by 11.30 the ‘ good man’ stepped 
over the ship's side himself, shook hands, thanked God, and proceeded to give us the 
cheering news that heathenism on the island had received its death-blow, that the altars in 
down, former ceremonies on the arrival of strangers 
were at an end, that a chapel seventy feet by thirty had been erected, and that one hundred 
and fifty, including the king and a number of the principal chiefs, had become Christiane. 
when 


ee And here, on the 
mainland, right opposite Zanzibar itself, in one week's time, I — 
Unyanyembe (Kazeh) on the left. The 
intelligence from an eye-witness” had 
that Colonel Gordon had two steamers on the 
There is a 
Frenchman with him who resided some time at Mpwapwa, and letters written in English are 
translated by him to Mirambo.” 
WEST AFRICA. 
on the Niger as being 606, two-thirds of whom are at Brass, where for a long time perse- 
eution was so violent. In other respects, also, Brass furnishes the most favourable report of 
any station on the Niger. King Ockiya, the principal chief, appears about to profess 
Chyptianity, and already has so far followed the example of two minor chiefs as to give up 
three large idols to the native minister, and to throw his charms into the river. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 
The end of heatheniem im the York Factory district in North-western America, is an- 
‘? nounced by Archdescon Kirby. Beardy, the chief of the Samatawa tribe, and sixteen 
others of his party, were baptized. on Whit Sunday. York Factory station was founded by 
the Church Missionary Society im 1854. Now, Mr. Kirby saya, “ heathenism, with all its 
> qpuelties, has became «thing of the past.” He adds that, although no doubt there is much 
of sin and imperfection in the Christian Indians, yet “ there is not a house or tent in which 
prayer is not daily made to God, and not a single individual among them who does not 
regularly attend the services of God’s holy day.” 
WESTERN POLTWESIA. 
| 
- & small anxiety to know whether the young man and his wife were safe, and whether it had 
——— 
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devout and effectivestudy. We read of 


property of the nations. We find amongst, 


reek ; 3 
South Seas; a “Manual of 
Devotion,” in Lettish; the “Holy War,” in 


Tae “ Vorive at M 
Panis.—For this building the suin of £132,000 
has been received. During the past ten 
months there have been 27,950 communicants 
at the provisionary chapel, where 2,263 masses 


of Paris. Every parish in Paris but three had 
performed its pilgrimage to the shrine. The 
total number of visitors to the shrine in ten 
months was 140,000. 

Bisuor Beck.es has accepted the appoint- 
ment of superintending Bishop of the English 
Episcopalian congregations in Scotland, and 
will hold his first confirmation in Edinburgh 


Da. Vow Ranke was bornin 1795. The 
23rd of February last was the sixtieth anni- 
versary of the day on which the author of 


with a trnss; which, he wrote to say, “ fitted 
well, and was very comfortable; how much 
was he to be paid for wearing it every day?” 
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the prospect of a great and glorious ingather- | had been celebrated, more than 1,000 of 
ing of souls from amongst the heathen?” In | them by prieste not belonging to the diocese 
conclusion, the Archbishop and the societies 

addressed are requested to restrain the pro- 

moters and supporters of this mission, and 

prevent their interference in the French Pro- 

testamt mission-field. This appeal is signed | 

by Baron L. de Bussitre, President of the | 

Society ; Professor Edmond de Pressensé, | 

Dr. Fisch, Eugtne Bersier, E. Casalis, and 

other well-known French Protestants. and Glasgow immediately after Easter. 

Tas Erronts or tHe Paesewt Ack in’ Ma. Van Meren, the American Missionary 
forming a Christian literature for the newly | in Rome, has, according to the Roman Corre- 
awakening world are really gigantic. This | spondent of the Daily News, withdrawn from 
is the joint work of missionaries abroad and | that city, His schools in the Leonine City 
contributors at home. The Bible im all and Frascati will now be superintended by 
languages is being succeeded by annotated | Mr. Piggott, Director of the Wesleyan Mis- 
editions, concordances, hand-books, com-/ sion in Italy, and by Dr. Taylor, an American 
mentaries, lexicons, and a host of aids to its | Baptist missionary. 

ciety makes, and hardly realize the full im- 
port of the sentences, and so of the opera-| the “ Lives of the Popes” took his doctor's 
tions of a hundred other organizations, here | degree, ‘and there was a grand banquet at 
and elsewhere, in the same direction. Every Berlin in honour of the event. An auto 
now and then some individual Christian, im- | graph letter was read from the Emperor to 
pressed with the value of a particular work, | Dr. Von Ranke, accompanying the gift of a 
devotes funds and time to the task of giving portrait of the Emperor. 
it to anation. Thus the facts and arguments Tue Berne, Sunpar-scnovt of t hiscity 
of Christianity are becoming the common (says a Cincinnati letter) is a notable insti- 
ution. Over three thousand have been in 
as it were, common news, the intelligence | attendance at one time, and four thousand 
‘ that the Tract Society has recently effected | plates were laid at their Christmas dinner! 
the translation of its Annotated Testament | A teacher who has been in the school for 
into four of the languages of India; a Bible forty consecutive years has a Bible-class of 
Hand-book, in Hangarian; a “ Pilgrim’s mothers numbering a hundred and fifty and 
~ Progress,” in Icelandic; “Trench on the | more, who bring to the school in their srms 
Miracles,” in Italian; a Commentary on the from sixty to ninety babies every Sabbath! 
cases which must try their temper as well as 
their skill. Dr. Lockhart, medical missionary 
Turkish; “Peep of Day,” in the Basuto to China, relates that an out-patient of the 
, language ; “Praxis Pietatis,” in Bohemian ; | hospital there had his fractured arm pro- 
/ Dictionary of the Bible, in Malagasy; and perly set, but burned the wooden splints 
Keith on the Prophecies,” in Arabic. cook his rice,” applying next day for 
| then, we belong to the onward party. No | new ones. After repeating the trick, he 
other cause on the earth can show such brain | was supplied with a third and final set, with 
werk, work, ouch Ifo week——| cn that. the heupltel eonld: net 
‘ 5 Freeman. undertake to supply him with splints for 
| f 


dive on behalf of those persons to obtain the 
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the various days. Mr. Vanorden then re- 
ferred to the of Christianity in 
Brezil, and the remarkable openings for 
the preaching and dissemination of a pure 


New Testament and of religious tracts 
had been largely instrumental in producing 
the present awakening. Several instances 
were given of conversion, by this means, of 
men who are now preaching the Gospel to 
large congregations. An editor of one of 
the leading newspapers in Rio de Janeiro 
—formerly an opponent of Christianity— 
having attended a service at which the 
Gospel was earnestly the truth 
went home to his heart, and led to his 
conversion. He forthwith burned all his 
writings against Christianity, became a 
preacher, and is now active in promoting the 
circulation of the Holy Seriptures. Mr. 
Vanorden then spoke of the great need of 
Bibles and tracts for distribution in Brazil, 
and also of a native training school for 
preachers. 


(April 2, 1877. 


account of mission work among the 
Santals (the bill tribes of India). Till re- 
cently they bed had no written language, 
and even now the Bible bas not been trans- 
lated into their native tongue. Special in- 
stances of conversion were referred to, and it 
was stated that some thousands had embraced 
Christianity. The Santale were demon 
worshippers, and those who turned to Christ 
had sometimes been persecuted. On one oc- 
casion several hundreds of Santals requested 
the missionary to meet them, and argue with 
them on the subjects of Christ worship and 
demon worship. There was a great gather- 
ing. The missionary was told to give an 
account of the living God, He spoke for an 
hour, and then five chiefs—their wise men— 
spoke in opposition. The contest lasted 
through the might, and ended in many 
of the people adopting Christianity. Mr. 
Boerresen referred to drunkenness as the 
great curse of the people, but on their be- 
coming Christians they practised total absti- 
nence. 
Fisher, the company adjourned to supper. 


MEETING AT NOTTINGHAM. 


The Rev. H. P. Boerresen gave an in- 
The 


he annual meeting of the Nottingham 
Branch of ‘the Alliance was held on March 
19; Mr. Alderman Vickers, J.P., presiding. 
The report, presented by the Honorary 
Secretary, W. B. Carter, Esq., alluded to the 
formation of new branches of the Alliance in 
various parts of the world. Referring to the 
action of the society in numerous cases of 
religious persecution, it pointed out the re- 
markable influence which Christian union 
had exerted on our own and foreign Govern- 


“ments. .The oppressions of Turkey, in re- 


ference to its Christian subjects, were —_ 
known to the nations of Europe and America 
through the Alliance before political and | 
military troubles gave them notoriety. Cases | 
Egypt had also been re- | 
ported; a memorial on the subject had been 
forwarded to the Khedive, and our own 
Government had rendered valuable aid in 
obtaining redress. The better observance of 
the Lord’s-day on the Continent was being 
effectively promoted by an International 
Society, which had sprung out of one of the 
great Conferences of the Alliance. The 
Annual Conference of the society was to be 
held this year in the city of Oxford. The 
report concluded by a reference to the work 
of the local branch. The Rev. wh 
moved the adoption of the report, w was 


seconded by the Rev. G. Edgcome, Rector of . 
St. Peter's, who pointed out that in this 
society all Evangelical Christians could unite 
on a common basis for great practical objects. 
The differences which prevailed om many 
points did not touch the great question of 
their personal union in Cbrist. On minor 
questions they could agree to differ. Uni- 


formity he did not so much care about as he 


did for the“gital union and brotherly love of 
those who beli in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He suggested joint services in which Church- 
men and Dissenters might take part. The 
Rev. J. Medicraft followed, strongly advo- 
cating the proposal of ministers of various 
Evangelical denominations holding services 
together and uniting in a common effort to 
stem the torrent of evil which was sweeping 
over their town. The Rev. W. Wodehouse 
was glad that the Alliance did not allow 
them to express their feelings in an un- 
charitable way. Unity was strength in 
worldly matters, but it was ten thousand 
times more so in the spread of the Gospel. 
They should attack in united force the great 
mass of infidelity, which was so much strength- 
ened by the divisions of Christians at the 
present time. Other speakers addressed the 
meeting. 


Gospel in that land. Many of the gentry 
) now open their houses for meetings, at which 
the truth is preached. The circulation of 
| 
i 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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MEETING AT READING. 


A. M. Preston, 
Mr. A. J. Arnold, 
as a deputation. 


the Reading Branch of the Alliance, and in- 
spirit of Christian union in the town. 


of denomination and nationality, and cultivate 


| Churches with Christ end with each other. 


The Rev. G. 8. Reaney thought that if the 
unity which they professed were merely a 
theory and were not préttised, the sooner the 
should not merely have a meeting once a 


year, bat mutual conference with regard to. 


truth and work. They might endeavour as 
an Alliance to undertake such practical work 


| as no ome Charch alone could do in Reading. 


the thirty years’ history of the society, he © 


spoke of its practical results. The Week of 
Prayer, which is now observed throughout the 


| world, was originated by the Alliance at its 


London, Paris, Berlin, Geneva, Amsterdam, 
and quite recently in New York, and spoke of 


ments had acknowledged the Alliance as a 
power. He could point to many i 
which Protestant Christians 


4 


A pablic meeting of the Reading Branch | At best they could only imperfectly exhibit 
of the Alliance was held in the Abbey Lec-| the Church of Christ. What they had to 
ture Hall, on Tuesday evening, March 13. show was the blessed and glorious truth 
Martin H. Satton, Esq., presided,and wassup- that the spiritual Church of Christ is 
ported by the Revs. 8. L. Dixon, C. Goward, | one becanée joined to one Head, taught, 
J. T. C. Gullan, T. C. Page, T. Penrose, E. influenced, and guided by one Spirit. 
Porter, G. S. Reaney, G. G. Smyth, S. H. But if it were a fact that the Church of 
Soole, and C. E. Story, and Christ was one, what was the object of the 
local Secretary. n= To draw together the members of 
u.a., Vicar of Winslow, and that one Church, notwithstanding differences 
Assiatant-Secretary, attended 
The meeting was opened with prayer by the amongst themselves brotherly love. They | 
Rev. C. Goward. did not want a Broad Church alliance or any | 
The Chairman in his address said that he other ecclesiastical alliance, but an Evangeli- 
had received letters from the Revs. G. | 
Tubbs, W. Payne, R. Bren, J. J. ta 
and other ministers of the Gospel, who were | 
causes, bat who had 
| Mr. A. J. Arnold member of 
The Rev. A. M. Preston said the Evan-/| the Alliance was doing. He proposed to 
gelical Alliance was founded upon a truth, as | answer that question. Glancing rapidly at 
were the Bible and Missionary Societies. The [iI 
was founded was that the Charch of Christ | 
was one, hed always been one, and slways [ls 
would be one, The unity of the Church, | formation. He then referred to the great con- 
therefore, was a fact, and believers in Jesus | ferences convened by the Alliance and held in 
body and one spirit, one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptism, and one God and Father | some of the remarkable results of these ga- 
of all. “They looked with some compas-|therings. The Evangelical Alliance had beep 
sion upon those who yearned only after an | specially useful in the case of persecuted Chris- 
outward union. Nor could they synspathize | tians throughout the world. Foreign Govern- 
with another species of union, which would | 
take out of the Coarch all distinctive 
trine. It would be well that they should | 
a bear in mind that the society simply bad its | 
articles or bases upon which it was founded 
to indicate the class of persons it was de- 
did not want thirty-nine articles for an alli- | 
ance, though thirty-nine were proper and 
valuable as principles and bulwarks for a | 
church ; but the Alliance was not « church. | | 
The object of the society was sometimes de- 
scribed as to exhibit the unity of the Church | | 
of Ubrist. He conceived that it was to 
hibit the doctrine and to hold forth the prin- | T. | 
ciple that there is one Church, and, founded, . , 
upon that fact, to recognize the duty of cul-\ benediction, and the meeting terminated. 
tivating brotherly love and unity of action. | . 
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FORMATION OF as narenat BRANCH OF THE EVANGELICAL 
ALLIANCE. 


Alexandria, Egypt, March &, 1877. 

Dear Sir,—In accordance with a previous 
arrangement, « meeting was held im the Chapel 
of the American Mission in Cairo on the even- 
ing of the 28th February, 1877, for the pur- 
pose of organizing an Egyptian Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance. 

The meeting was well attended by native 
Chrietians and foreign residents, and there 
was also present a goodly number of English 
and American travellers. Among the latter 
were the Rev. Mr. Johnston, and Mr. Wat- 
con, of Glasgow, Scotland; the Rev. Mr. 
Abbott, Mr. Star, Mr. Hewes, and a number 
of other clerical and lay representatives of 
the United States. 

The Rev. Dr. Yule, pastor of the Scotch 
Church, Alexandria, was called to the chair, 
and the Rev. 8. C. Ewing, of the American 
Mission, Alexandria, was chosen Secretary. 
After an appropriate opening address by the 
Chairman, the Rev. Dr. Lansing, of the 
American Mission, Cairo, read a portion of 
the 17th chapter of the Gospel of St. John 
in English and the same in Arabic, and led 
in prayer. The Rev. Dr. Hogg, of the Ame- 
rican Mission, Osiout, led in singing the Hun- 
dredth Psalm in English and in Afsbic. The 
Rev. Dr. Schaff, of New York, was then 
called to address the meeting, and in intro- 
ducing him the Chairman called attention ta 


_the fact that labourers in mission-fields 


greatly need the sympathy and co-operation 
of their fellow- Christians. 

Dr. Schaff gave an account of the origin 
and objects of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
of the plans by which it carries out these 
objects. He spoke also of some of the more’ 
important results of the efforts of the Alli- 
ance in promoting union among Christians, 
and in securing religious liberty. He re- 
ferred also to the number of branches of 
the Alliance that have been formed in differ- 
ent places, andrappke of the appropriateness 
of having a branch in Egypt. 

The Rev. Dr. Troutretter followed with an 
address in his native language for the benefit 


of the representatives of the German com- 
munity. 

The Rev. Dr. Watson, of the American 
Mission, Cairo, addressed the Arabic portion 
of the audience in their own language. - 

The Rev. Mr. Henderson, of the Free 
Charch, Crieff, Scotland, was the next speaker. 
He said it was the duty of Christians to manifest 
their brotherly love to one another, and called 
attention to the fact that Christians sometimes 
needed to be reminded of this duty, and 
spoke of the advantages of such meetings as 
those of the Evangelical Alliance. 

Dr. Hogg was then asked to make a state- 
ment in regard to certain cases of persecution 
| of native Christians in Upper Egypt, and of 
| the opposition of Government officials to the 
mission work in various plices.. He also re- 
ferred to the good offices of the Evangelical 
Alliance in representing these cases to the 
Khedive, and was not without hope that good 
would resnlt from what had been done, while 
he, with others, felt the necessity of still fur- 
ther aid from the Alliance. 

The Rev. Dr. Waddington, of London, also 
gave an address. 

The following were also chosen permanent 
officers :—President : Rev. J. W. Yale, p.v., 
Pastor, Scotch Church, Alexandria. Secre- 
tary: Rev. G. Lansing, p.p., of the American 
Mission, Cairo. Vice-President: Mr, Hay, 
of the American Consulate. Executive Com- 
mittee: Mr. D. Keinast, Mr. Bircher, Dr. 
*Troutretter, Dr. Watson, Dr.J. Hogg, and the 
Rev. 5. C. Ewing. Additional officers to be 
chosen at a subsequent meeting. 7 

After a few remarks by the Chairman, and 
' the singing of the 67th Psalm in English and 
diction. | | 

It is hoped that this will be followed by 
many similar meetings of this branch of the 
Alliance, and that much good will result from 
the united labours of Christian: people in this 
fair, yet dark land of Egypt. ; 

Rev. James Davis. 


8. C. 


KURDISTAN.—RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE 


It will be-remembered that a sommunica- 
tion from the Persian Branch of this Alliance 
was sent to the Council on the subject of an 
outrage on religious liberty committed by the 
Nestorian Patriarch in Oroomiah, on the al- 
leged pretext that he and his people had been 
placed undéx the ‘fSstering care of the Arch- 
bishop of bury and the Church of Eng- 


land. The Patriarch had therefore proposed 
in future to exclude all other preachers of the 
Gospel from his people. A memorial from 
the American missionaries, addressed to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, had been for- 
warded by the Council to his Grace. The 
following communications have since been 
received :— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
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Lambeth Palace, 

March 14, 1877. . 
My dear Sir,—I am desired by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury to send to you the en- 
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of a sum of money, and then expelled from 
the mountains.” 

The reason assigned is stated to have been 
that, “during the past summer” your Holi- 


closed letter (copy) which his Grace has ad- | ness placed yourself and your people “ under 


dressed to the Patriarch, Mar Shimoon, with 

reference to the recent treatment shown to 

the American Presbyterian missionaries. 
Believe me to be yours faithfully, 


Cracrurp Tart (Chaplain). 
The Rev. James Davis. 


Archibald Campbell, by Divine Providence 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All 


the fostering care of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Church of England,” 
in fatare 


liberty of the people, in whom they are in- 
terested, by persons who are alleged to act 


England and Metropolitan, to His Holi- under your Holiness’s commission, and “ in 


ness our well-beloved Mar Shimoon, Patri-— 


arch, ete., etc., etc. 


We have good hope that through the in- 
terest excited by the visit of our brother, the 


long to report favourably to your Holiness | 


of the efforts likely to be made for meeting | interest that is felt by religious people in 
land 


your wishes for the establishment of schoolé- 


for the Christians under your Holiness’s pas- 
toral care. 
Meanwhile, it is our duty to inform yeur 
Holiness that a very unpleasant difficulty 
has arisen in this matter. We have received 


‘~wtetter from certain members of the Ame- 


rican Presbyterian body, dated Oroomiali, 
Persia, January 1, 1877, and also another 
letter from our brethren of the E 

Alliance, which has its seat in London, and |. 
is in intimate relations with the aforesaid 
American teachers, These letters allege that 


_ “ early in the month of December. last” your 


Holiness “seized several native 


preachers in the employment of the 
missionaries.” These persons are said $6 have 


are treated with that kindly Christian courtesy 
they fully deserve. 
. Praying that all blessings may attend your 
oliness and your people, we are your faith- 
A. C. 
- Given at ouf Palace of Lambeth, the four- 
teenth day of March, in the year of our 


blessed Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 


been “treated with marked indignities, robbed, severtty-seven. 


EVANGELICAL MISSIONS’ IN MORAVIA. 


C A recent decision of the Ministry at Vienna 


in the case of an American missionary 
labouting in Briinn, the capital of Moravia, 
is of great interest and importance, as se- 
curing a considerable degree of religious 
liberty to those who are not members of the 
churches acknowledged by law in Austria. 
The position of such persons, especially of 
foreigners, was extremely precarious. 

Three years agoy the Rev. H. A. Schauffler, 
a missionary of the American Board, took up 
bis residence in Briinn, after having laboured 
in Prague a year and a half, with the know- 
ledge and under the protection of the autho- 


Mr. Schauffler found a most interesting 
and hopeful field of labour. He commenced 
holding meetings for Bible exposition in his 
own dwelling. The number of those who 
permission to attend, increased; and 
the interest shown in divine truth deepened. 
Mrs. Schauffler was besieged by children who 
wished to borrow tracts and small books. 
She gathered a Sunday-school, of over a 
hundred, and was rejoiced to sée the interest 
that parents, as well as children, showed in the 
truths thus brought to their notice, But 
the Bishop and his clergy could not allow 
the good seed to be thus freely sown. The 


rities of Bohemia. He visited the two | dangerous “ heretics” and their books were 


Briinn Protestant-German pastors, but they 
refused all co-operation. 


violently denounced in ,church and school. 


. | One girl was to frightened by the catechist's 


j 
5 


iN 


ee to exclude all other preachers of the Gospel” 
| Our correspondents complain bitterly that 
an outrage has been perpetrated against the 
| ee the name of the Church of England.” 
a _ The persons who complain are, we have 
for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, have been 
,any such injury inflicted on them. We 
cannot believe that your Holiness has given 
sanction to such proceedings, and we pray 
| yout Holiness, for the Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, to use your influence to restrain those 
Pen | who act in your name, to secure that the 
American missionaries and their followers 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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and both Mr. and Mrs. Schanfiler for lending 
reading matter to children. 

Mr. Schauffler appealed to the Ministry at 
Vienna, vindicating his course, and claiming 
the right to hold private meetings with his 


family and invited guests in his own dwell- 


ants of Cisleithania, the letter the Slavic. 
It should be especially mentioned that the 

ieving Reformed pastors of Moravia gave 
Mr. and Mrs. Schauffler a hearty welcome on 
their arrival in Briinn, and did what they 
covld to aid them in securing their rights. 
Inasmuch as it was a matter of difficulty 
and great importance, as laying down a rule 
for all similar cases in the whole of Cislei- 
thanian Austria, the Ministry delayed its de- 
cision for nearly two years. In the mean- 
time, Mr. uffier asked the Briinn aw- 
thorities for permission to hold simple bibli- 
cal lectures. ~ This was granted him on the 
condition that no religious exercises be con- 
nected with the lectures. He lectured nine 
times; but the attendance so increased (the 
last time the little hall, which holds 200, 


could not accommodate more than half those 
who sought entrance), that the priests took 
alarm. They again brought utterly ungrounded 


. | accusations against Mr. Schauffler. The First 


being a political partisan of the Osech 
(Slavic) national party, becanse he was on 
friendly terms with the believing Reformed 
pastors. This was a very dangerous accusation, 
and it did not fail of the intended effect. 
The authorities forbade Mr. Schauffler’s hold- 
ing any more lectures, even after the police- 
court—before which his enemies had succeeded 
in having him cited again, on the charge of 
having “ ” instead of lectured—had 
fally tted him. 

All that he could now do was to await the 
decision of the Ministry. This has just been . 


provisions 

lungegesetz,” or law regulating public meet- 
ings. The condition is attached, that no 
childfen belonging to any church recognized 
by law in Austria, between six and fourteen 
years of age (the time during which they are 
ngiallowed by law to change their religion), 
may attend such meetings. This restriction 
will prove very inconvenient for many « 

but the great fact stands, that the 
right of those belonging to denominations not 
acknowledged by Austrien law to hold public 
and private divine service, has been declared 
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warnings that she ran home and begged her | 
. mother never again to go to Mr. Schaoffler’s. 
+. By all manner of misrepresentations, the 
Briinn authorities were led to regard 
and Mrs. Schauffler as dangerous persons. , a 
Mr. Schavffler was forbidden holding any | attack, accusing Mr. Schauffler of all manner 
| 
| ing, and Bold 
i under the provisions of the law regulating 
public meetings in general. This was all he 
could claim, as the right of holding public 
| divine worship is denied to all not belonging 
| to a church recognized by Austrian law. The | given, gives Dir. , 
only Protestant denominations so recognized | holding private family worship with his 
; are the Lutheran and the Helvetic Reformed, | family and specially-invited guests, and of 
the former comprising the German Protest- | holding public religious meetings in accord- 
all the friends of the Gospel and of re- 
| ligious liberty will give thanks to Him who 
| guides the counsels of kings and rulers. 
| 
| per Rev W. Knight. 0.20 | Ber. 
Collection | per Rev. Themas Wright - 1 15 
J. — Esq. (add) | Batance of C during J. D. 
Mewrs. J.5.& Smith Athens, pet 
ete., 
W.B Maingay, Esq. Cheitenham Branch, per Miss 
A Friend, pot Rev W..Wippall — 
per Kev. W. Wippell perHon. R. Forbes - .- 
Rev. George Varice | Collection at Drawing-room 


